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“Buddy” Poppy
Every Post should participate in the “Buddy” Poppy program . . . at least once a year, even if your Post has NEVER dis-
tributed Poppies. You will not fulfill your duty and responsibility as Post Quartermaster . . . unless you assist your 
Commander in conducting a “Buddy” Poppy program during your respective terms in office.

Where to Order "Buddy" Poppies
All “Buddy” Poppies and allied materials, advertising, promotional and worker’s supplies are obtained by the Post through 
its own Department (State) Headquarters. If you have not received order forms and a list of available material and prices, 
contact your Department Quartermaster.

IT IS SUGGESTED THAT ALL ORDERS BE PLACED WITH YOUR DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 6-8 WEEKS PRIOR 
TO ANTICIPATED PROGRAM DATE.

How Many "Buddy" Poppies to Order
When placing your order for “Buddy” Poppies, plan for “the best possible campaign” and requisition an additional five hun-
dred (500) . Additional Poppies will be required during the year for remembrances, displays, table decorations and many 
other uses. The total distribution will depend upon the number of recruited workers. Don’t forget to take into account any 
requirements for the All State Commander contests.

What the "Buddy" Poppy Program Means to the VFW
The purchase price paid for “Buddy” Poppies by your Post includes many items in addition to the cost of the Poppy itself. 
Since the program varies in different Departments, exact figures cannot be given for each state. The amounts shown below 
reflect the minimum distributed to each for every one thousand “Buddy” Poppies distributed:
	 $10.00 to the VFW National Rehabilitation Service
	 $10.00 to the VFW National Home, Eaton Rapids, Michigan
	 $15.00 to your own Department Rehabilitation Service

How to Use the Net Proceeds
Your Post proceeds must be used for “the assistance of needy veterans and members of the Armed Forces and their 
dependents, widows and orphans.” No “Buddy” Poppy funds can be used for any other purpose. Net proceeds must be put 
in the Post Relief Fund. Adherence is mandatory as provided in Section 219, VFW, the Manual of Procedure states:

The Quartermaster of the Post will be the custodian of the relief fund and will expend monies there from, as directed by the 
Post, for the following purposes:
	
	 (a) 	Aid, assistance, relief, and comfort of needy or disabled veterans or members of the Armed Forces and their 		

		 dependents, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans.
	 (b) 	Maintenance and expansion of the VFW National Home for Children and other facilities devoted exclusively 		

		 to the benefit and welfare of the dependents, widows, and orphans of disabled, needy or deceased veterans 		
		 or members of the Armed Forces.

	 (c) 	Necessary expenses in providing entertainment, care, and assistance to hospitalized veterans or members of 	
		 the Armed Forces.

	 (d) 	Veterans rehabilitation, welfare and service work.
	 (e) To perpetuate the memory of deceased veterans and members of the Armed Forces and to comfort their 
			  survivors.
	  (f) To foster true patriotism through historical and educational programs.
	 (g)	Remission of dues of sick, needy or disabled members.
	 (h)	Necessary expenses to support the relief fund such as the purchase of Buddy Poppies.
	
Relief funds may be invested in approved securities but shall not be loaned to the Post or other units, or transferred from 
the relief fund in any manner or under any guise, except that relief funds may be transferred to the general fund for remis-
sion of dues of sick, needy or disabled members.


